
Noon Bible Study: James 5 (pt 1)
James 5:1-12

James 5:1-6 - Warning To The Rich

Q - What do you make of this section?  Why does James again return to the subject of rich/poor?

Jesus wasn’t joking when he said it was “hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:23), and his 
brother James’ isn’t playing either.  He calls for mourning and weeping by those who are “rich”.  Let’s breakdown 
what he says:

The Warning:

v. 1 - weep and howl for the miseries that are coming (first implication of judgment coming)
v. 2 - riches have rotted and garments have been moth eaten
v. 3a - their gold and silver has rusted, and that rust will serve as a “witness” against them on judgment 
day.  And with that, James begins to act like an attorney making their case against an accused, the 
accused in this case is the rich.  Gold and and silver typically don’t “rust” but in light of eternity, their 
value doesn’t hold up.

The Case:

v. 3b - Opening Line/Summary Statement: “it is in the last days” that you have stored up your treasure
v. 4 - you haven’t paid the poor people working for you (who have already done the work) and God has heard their 
cries.
v. 5 - you have lived luxuriously and lived a life of wanton (without check or limitation) pleasure.
v. 6 - you have condemned and put the righteous to death, and they haven’t resisted you (meaning, they haven’t put 
up a fight against the unjust charges against them, which makes the condemnation even more unjust).

Q - Why is this a case that needs to be made?  
Q - Why is this a problem?

Before we try to assess who is rich and who is poor in our cultural context - let’s think about James’ main point - 
are we living in light of eternity or this age?  One way for us to answer this is to look at our “checkbooks” 
(online banking statement??).  We have to live, eat, pay bills etc - everyone does - but what does how we spend our 
money say about our heart and lives?  Are we generous?  Are we living in luxury?  Are we content?  Are we 
serving God with our resources and storing up treasure in “heaven” or storing up treasure to use now?
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v. 4 - Lord of Sabaoth - This the English transliteration of the Greek version of what we commonly read in the Old 
Testament as “LORD of Hosts” (used over 230x in OT)

This is the “battle name” of God.  Kind of like referring to the President as “commander in chief” it’s a title which 
reminds people of their military position and authority.  And it is referenced here by James to remind both the unjust 
rich and the afflicted poor that the warrior God sees and the warrior God will respond.

James 4:7-9 - Encouraging Reminder To The Righteous

v. 7-8a - be patient
v. 8b - strengthen your hearts...Jesus is coming
v. 9a - do not complain (so you’re not judged)
v. 9b - the judge is standing right at the door

The word about the “judge standing right at the door” would be both confronting and comforting.  In this case, the 
Lord’s nearness is judgment.  Confronting for those called out in v. 1-6 as well as those Christians who are 
complaining and groaning.  Comforting for those in need of the encouragement of v. 7-11, for in this case the Lord’s 
nearness is salvation.

Just like a farmer plants seeds and it takes time for a harvest, so we wait for the return of Jesus.  It will happen, 
though he tarries.  The farmer must wait till the harvest grows and be confident of the growth and fruit that will 
come.  We too have to be patient - and also “strengthen our hearts”.  What we can’t do is “complain” (are we there  
yet?) especially against each other as we wait.

Q - how can you help “strengthen” the heart of others?

James 4:10-11 - You’re In Good Company

This likely reminds you of what Jesus taught us in his sermon on the mount:

Matthew 5:10-12 - "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

James encourages the Christian enduring suffering in two ways.

1 - Remember that the prophets before you suffered and we look at them as our heroes now.  You’re doing the same 
thing they did!  Perhaps the generations to come will look at your example to follow!

2 - Remember how things turned out for Job!  Job suffered greatly and in the end God cared for Job.  We can/should 
look at his example and remember the LORD’s compassion and mercy, even in the midst of trial.
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In both cases, James calls us to look back to what has happened in the past, God’s track record and the example of 
the faithful before us.  This is a great admonition.  When we are in trials, looking around us may lead to 
discouragement - but looking back at how God has provided for/been with/loved us/his people in the past should give 
us the strength to endure what we deal with today.  In addition we look ahead at what is coming to know there 
will be an end to suffering and trial.  Paul would sum up this backwards/forward perspective well:

Romans 15:4 - For whatever was written in earlier times (the stories of the past) was written for our 
instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope 
(good expectation of the future)

James 5:12 - Small Words With Big Impact

It may not seem obvious why this verse follows the discussion in verse 1-11.  Why transition from a conversation 
about judgement, living in light of the end of the age and the importance of patient endurance to “don’t make 
oaths”?  

Similarly Jesus taught this on the sermon on the mount:

Matthew 5:33-37 - "Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, 
BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.' 34 "But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for 
it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE 
CITY OF THE GREAT KING. 36 "Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white 
or black. 37 "But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes ' or 'No, no'; anything beyond these is of evil.

What Jesus and now James were speaking on was integrity.  Webster’s defines integrity as “the quality of being 
honest and having strong moral principles;”  The word integrity “evolved from the Latin adjective integer, meaning 
whole or complete. (The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 4th ed.). Integrity is the “inner sense 
of "wholeness" deriving from qualities such as honesty and consistency of character (Wikipedia).”

You see my brothers and sisters, being ready for the end of the age and the judgment starts in the small choices 
and decisions we make every day.  Saying what you mean and meaning what you say - and following through with 
that word - is not a minor detail of our lives, divorced from our spiritual life.  I would argue (with the help of 
Jesus and James’ own teaching) that it is your spiritual life.  We are known by our words and how we act in light 
of those words.

It has been said that integrity is “doing the right thing even when no one is watching.”  With that understanding, 
can we see why James calls us to be men and women of integrity as we wait for the coming of Christ?  In a world 
filled with deception and fraud, we will shine as people of truth and faithfulness, no matter the circumstance.

We may not be rich but we will have honor.  We may have trial but we will be reliable.  These are Christian virtues 
worth fighting for.  Perhaps James wrote “above all…” on this subject because if we miss the need to have 
integrity, what other virtues will we be willing to forsake?
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There is much discussion in the church today about the end times and being “ready” for the coming of the LORD.  Some build 
shelter, stock up canned good and buy iodine tablets just to be prepared.  Others hit the streets with bull horns and signs 
calling the masses to “repent for the end is near”.  Others do nothing believing that there’s nothing you can do, so what’s 
the point.  And others do everything else in between.

James however takes a different approach.  And it’s surprising to us who are used to dramatic over-reactions driven by fear. 
 Make no mistake, James calls those in sin to repentance (the weeping and howling of James 5:1 aren’t to be ignored). 
  Indeed James says - the LORD is coming - get ready!  But then he calls the Christians to the following:

Be patient.  Wait.  Strengthen you hearts.  Don’t complain.  Be generous and kind.  Keep your eyes on the hope.  And be people 
of integrity. Rather than obsessing over what latest technological invention is the “mark of the beast” James says - stay 
faithful church.  Love people.  Don’t freak out, keep living for Christ.  Don’t mess around in the world - keep the faith unto 
the end.

Whether Jesus comes in our lifetime or not, these truths transcend the generations.  These simple and critically important 
things are what our lives should be about.  They are simple and clear and for each of us.  The key to being ready to face 
Jesus is not found in being crazy or extreme - it’s found in loving God with our heart, soul, mind and strength, and loving 
others.  Get busy doing that and you’ll be ready to face the Lord.
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